
DR. PATRICIA BRENNAN
Assistant Professor, Mt. Holyoke College

Time To STep Up!
Defending "Oddball" Science

INTEGRATIVE BIOLOGY PRESENTS THE 2019 ROBERT M. STORM DISTINGUISHED LECTURE

Despite general agreement on the importance of science as a whole, public trust in science is eroding 
and political attacks on science continue. Many attacks are directed toward research that seems strange 
and not geared toward solving particular societal problems, what we might call "oddball" science. 
These attacks reflect a deep lack of understanding and support for basic science that has devastating 
consequences to innovation. Dr. Brennan will discuss the experience of having her basic research on 
duck genitalia being attacked for political gain, and what she learned about science misperceptions in 
society. She will offer many examples that highlight why we need to support more basic science, and 
how we can all participate in this process.

Accommodations for disabilities may be made by contacting 
541-737-2993 or ib@oregonstate.edu. 

RSVP by May 24
ib.oregonstate.edu/storm19

THURSDAY, MAY 30, 2019
6 PM RECEPTION - CORDLEY HALL FOYER

7 PM LECTURE - GILFILLAN AUDITORIUM
   
WEBEX - 
IB.OREGONSTATE.EDU/2019STORM

RSVPWebEx


